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THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

( Read at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Association, Washington, D. C, 

December 30, 1921.) 

Four years ago yesterday the American Association of Teachers 
of Spanish held its first annual meeting, in New York City. We are, 
therefore, still a very young organization. In this brief period of 
time have we justified our existence, and have our activities of various 
kinds, and our official publication, Hispania, been worth while? For 
the purpose of discovering the answers to those questions let us glance 
briefly at some of our activities. 

Since our organization, a little more than four years ago, at 
least eight Spanish grammars and Spanish first-course books have 
been produced by our members: books planned to satisfy various 
methods of teaching elementary Spanish. In the same period at least 
twenty elementary Spanish readers can be credited to members of our 
Association; as well as some dozen composition lx>oks of various 
types, including commercial correspondence. We have produced at 
least two books that deal seriously with Spanish phonetics, and at 
least two more are known to be in press. In strict methodology we 
have produced, I believe, only one book ; but that book has been writ- 
ten so soundly that teachers of modern languages other than Spanish 
have admitted that, except in the matter of its bibliography (which 
naturally varies for each language), it is equally applicable to the 
teaching of the language that is their specialty. In the matter of 
annotated texts I have made no effort to learn how many have been 
prepared by our members since we organized. 

But the foregoing items by no means exhaust the list of the activi- 
ties of our members. Throughout the length and breadth of the land 
our members have been producing articles that are the results of 
careful studies of specific problems connected with the teaching of 
Spanish: syllabi for four-year and six-year high-school programs; 
syllabi for first-year and second-year college classes ; the position of 
foreign languages in the college preparatory and in the non-college 
preparatory curricula of both four-year and six-year high schools ; 
the general problem of junior high schools and the position of for- 
eign languages therein; the problems connected with the foreign- 
born teacher of foreign languages ; the problems connected with the 
training of American-born teachers of foreign languages; the prob- 
lems connected with the poor teaching of foreign languages of all 
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kinds through the lack of preparation of the teachers, as a result of 
poor salaries that prevent foreign language-teachers from traveling 
as often as they should to the country whose language, literature, his- 
tory, and culture they are teaching ; the problems connected with the 
poor teaching that is due to the persistent overcrowding of classes by 
administrative authorities who refuse to provide teachers in sufficient 
numbers even at the present inadequate salaries. Our members have 
been in the fore-front of .all these activities ; and in addition thereto 
have conducted inter-state educational conferences, and have made 
studies concerning the problems of certain state universities, concern- 
ing the problems of the public-school systems of certain states, and 
the problems of the normal schools of certain states. The results of 
these studies have been published, or have been presented to the State 
Governors, or the State Taxpayers' Commissions, or to the Presidents 
of State Institutions of various types. 

For the past two years we have been represented in the annual 
National Foreign Trade Conventions, and our delegates have made 
reports of the proceedings, that show that our participation in these 
conventions has been thoroughly worth while. It is to be hoped that 
our participation in the future will be even more intimate and 
effective. 

The relations of our members of American residence with our 
members and colleagues abroad have been intimate, and reciprocally 
fruitful. Three of our members have on separate occasions addressed 
the students at the Centro de Estudios Historicos in Madrid : Pro- 
fessor E. C. Hills, one of the Associate Editors of Hispania, in the 
Summer Session of 1920; Professor A. M. Espinosa, the Editor of 
Hispania, in the fall of 1920, while on a trip devoted to a search for 
old folk-tales and ballads; and our ex- President (who is now our 
First Vice President), Professor Lawrence A. Wilkins, who last 
summer addressed the summer-session students, and who. during the 
fall trimester, has been giving a regular course of lectures on the 
methodology of modern language teaching, with an attendance of 
between fifty and sixty ; and who since then has given shorter series of 
lectures in the universities of Valencia, Sevilla, and Barcelona. 

Two or three of our members have conducted goodly parties of us 
to Madrid for study in the excellent Summer Sessions just mentioned 
in the Centro de Estudios Historicos. It is much to be desired that 
more such parties shall make the trip in each succeeding summer. 
Those courses are for American teachers of Spanish what the summer 



The President's Address 43 

courses of the Alliance Franchise have long been for our American 
teachers of French. 

We are grateful to our Spanish colleagues for the privilege 
granted us of making these two kinds of contacts with them on their 
side of the ocean. We are grateful also for their collaboration with 
us on this side- of the ocean; for the teachers whom they lend us on 
occasion (granting them leave of absence from their home positions, 
when some one of our educational institutions asks for such a loan) ; 
and especially for the cordial collaboration they give us by their sound 
articles in our official organ Hispania, and by their splendid coopera- 
tion in the preparation of textbooks suited to our needs. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that we shall soon have firmly estab- 
lished between Spain and various universities in the United States 
a system of exchange professorships like that already in existence 
between France and some of our American universities, and like 
that which has just been started so propitiously between Italy and 
the United States through the presence in Italy of our distinguished 
Italianist, Professor Kenneth McKenzie, who is giving in Italian at 
several universities a series of lectures on American literature, to 
match a series of lectures given in English in this country by a bril- 
liant Italian scholar who is an authority on comparative literature. It 
is also to be hoped that we shall soon have a large number of such 
exchanges with Spanish-American countries. The movement that is 
carried on by the University of California in relation with Chile 
should find many imitators. 

As a hopeful sign in this latter direction we should mention sev- 
eral things that have been done by members of our Association in con- 
nection with Spanish-American countries. One of them led a party 
of teachers of Spanish to the summer-session courses offered by the 
Venezuelan Government in the University of Caracas. Another mem- 
ber led a large party of teachers of Spanish to the summer-session 
courses given by the Mexican Government in the University of 
Mexico. In both cases very special advantages and privileges were 
granted the visitors. Still another of our members is making a seri- 
ous effort to have a similar summer-session course established by the 
University of La Habana. 

When we were established four years ago, some of our colleagues 
whose specialty is not Spanish thought we were attempting a destruc- 
tive rival association, and that our creation of Hispania was meant to 
kill The Modem Language Journal. The first number of The Mod- 
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em Language Journal appeared in October, 1916. It is published 
eight times (October to May, inclusive) during the academic year. 
The Organization Number of Hispania appeared in November, 1917, 
simultaneously with the tenth number of The Modern Language 
Journal. In those ten numbers, with 422 pages of reading matter, 
there had appeared just two leading articles on Spanish subjects, and 
those two articles occupied just eight pages each, a total of sixteen 
pages. In those same ten numbers there were six reviews of Spanish 
books, which reviews occupied seven pages. Thus the grand total 
was twenty-three pages devoted to Spanish out of a total of 422 
pages. I do not call attention to this state of affairs as a criticism of 
the management of The Modern Language Journal. The first editor 
of the Journal was my intimate friend, and I happen to know that 
up to the moment I am speaking of (through the publication of the 
first ten numbers) he had published every Spanish article he had 
received. The fact of the matter is that our Spanish teachers had 
not yet awakened to a realization of their own privileges and re- 
sponsibilities ; nor had they yet awakened to a realization of the fact 
that, while they have many problems in common with the rest of our 
foreign-language confreres, they have a problem of their own that is 
quite clearly differentiated from and much more varied than that of 
our colleagues who teach other modern foreign languages. 

But even though my exposition of the state of affairs that obtained 
throughout the first ten numbers of the Journal is not meant as a 
criticism, I do feel entitled to point out that the Journal had gotten 
along very successfully without Spanish articles, and that therefore 
the creation of a magazine to publish only Spanish articles could 
hardly be considered an attempt to kill the Journal. Nor did the 
appearance of Hispania have any such effect on the Journal, as will 
be seen from the following facts. The first volume of the Journal 
contained 328 pages and cost $1.50; the fourth volume contained 462 
pages and still cost $1.50. Because of the high cost of printing as a 
result of war conditions, the Journal raised its price to $2.00 for the 
fifth volume, and published 482 pages. Its price is still $2.00, and 
if it maintains throughout Volume VI the rate of pages for the first 
two numbers, the volume will contain 488 pages. We examined the 
contents of the first ten numbers of the Journal (all that appeared pre- 
vious to the creation of Hispania) and found only twenty-three 
pages devoted to Spanish out of a total of 422 pages. An examination 
of the last ten numbers of the Journal shows the following pages 
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devoted to Spanish (despite the existence of Hispania) : Seven lead- 
ing Spanish articles occupying forty-seven pages; and seventeen 
reviews occupying thirty-five pages ; a total of eighty-two Spanish 
pages out of 604 pages in the entire ten numbers. The number of 
pages given over to Spanish is some sixty pages more, whereas the 
Journal increased its size some one hundred and eighty pages. So 
instead of being killed by -the creation of Hispania, the Journal has 
actually grown : grown in the amount of space that Spanish teachers 
have asked for, and grown in its total output far beyond its growth in 
Spanish material. 

Meanwhile, what was happening to Hispania? It started as a 
quarterly, which ran only 282 pages in its first year. As our mem- 
bership was small we had to make the subscription price two dollars. 
During that first year our membership increased so that without rais- 
ing the dues we were able to publish six numbers with a total of 328 
pages. In the third year we continued to grow so that, without in- 
creasing the number of issues, we published 340 pages. This brought 
us up to the high cost of printing that forced the Journal to raise its 
subscription price, and we seriously considered doing the same thing. 
The Association decided, however, that instead of raising the dues, 
or going back to four issues, we should maintain the same rate of 
publication and the same dues, and make a membership drive for the 
Association. During the early part of the year, while we maintained 
the usual number of issues, each issue had to run somewhat smaller. 
But the effect of the membership drive began to make itself felt, and 
we were able to increase the number of pages in the last three issues 
so that our total for the year is only eight pages short of last year. 
And in doing this we have not only not incurred a deficit, as was feared 
when the vote was taken a year ago, but we are able to announce that, 
unless all signs fail, we shall publish in each issue of next year sixty- 
four pages of text, and that the dues will remain unchanged. This 
does not mean, however, that we can rest on our laurels. Even at 
sixty-four pages in each issue we shall not be able to print all the 
material we should like to print. There are certain departments and 
features that we should like to develop, but that, even with our present 
increased membership, we shall be unable to finance, since, in order 
to take care of them, we should have to print more than sixty-four 
pages in each issue. 

So far I have been examining the question entirely from the point 
of view of bulk, so as to see whether there was justification for the 
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fears of some of our colleagues that the creation of Hispania would 
spell ruin for the Journal: in other words, whether there was justi- 
fication for the fear that there was not room for both magazines. 
It has been clearly demonstrated that there is room for both, since 
both have increased steadily since the creation of the second publi- 
cation. 

Now, just a few words about the contents of Hispania. In the 
Organization Number of Hispania the following statement was 
made : 

The betterment of the teaching of Spanish in our schools and colleges is 
our chief aim. The pedagogical side of our work, however, is to be viewed 
from a broad standpoint. Real, sympathetic teaching involves more than mere 
class drill or reciting lessons from textbooks. The American teacher of 
Spanish of tomorrow must be well prepared not only in the ordinary school and 
college disciplines which involve a good knowledge of the language and litera- 
ture of Spain and the ability and enthusiasm necessary for successful teaching. 
Equally necessary is a complete and sympathetic understanding of the history 
and culture of Spain and Spanish America. For these reasons, Hispania, aside 
from giving to problems of pure pedagogical interest the great attention which 
they deserve, will also attempt to interpret sympathetically to our pupils and 
teachers of Spanish the history and culture of the great Spain of the past and 
present. 

Our journal has the noble mission of improving the teaching of Spanish 
in our schools, colleges, and universities, with the active cooperation of teachers 
and scholars of national and international repute, men and women who believe 
in the cause of education and who maintain high ideals as teachers and investi- 
gators. Our Association begins its existence with the vigor and enthusiasm of 
youth. Hispania has no apologies to give for its appearance. The policy of 
the editors will be the proper execution of the policies and purposes of The 
American Association of Teachers of Spanish. 

How far have we carried out that policy ? A careful examination 
of the articles published will show that the editors have kept con- 
stantly in mind the needs of the teachers, whether in junior high 
school, in senior high school, in standard high school, or in college 
and in university. The articles deal with nearly every phase of our 
varied teaching activities, and they have been written by both teachers 
and scholars. 

In another part of that same statement from which I quoted a mo- 
ment ago, various special features were promised. Bibliographies 
have been maintained of five kinds and have proven exceedingly 
useful to those of our teachers who are not located near large libraries, 
and to librarians in various parts of the country: I. School Texts. 
II. periodical Literature. III. Contemporary Spanish Literature. 
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IV. Bibliographical Notes. V. General Bibliography. The school 
texts have been ably handled by two of our Boston colleagues: for 
the first year, Professor Joel Hatheway, and since the end of 1919, 
Professor Michael S. Donlan. The periodical literature was treated 
with discrimination by Professor George T. Northup, of Chicago, 
until he was obliged to decline reappointment at the beginning of 
this year. Both scholarly and pedagogical journals were analyzed 
with a due regard for the needs of our membership. We are fortu- 
nate in securing the services of Professor William S. Hendrix, of 
Columbus, to follow in the footsteps of Professor Northup in this 
important work. The section on contemporary Spanish literature was 
established later and has been in the efficient hands of Professor 
Federico de Onis, who keeps constantly in touch with the ultra- 
modern movement in Spain. The last two sections of bibliographies 
have always been in the hands of the present speaker. The biblio- 
graphical notes have been running commentaries on the most impor- 
tant items in the general bibliography that accompanies them; and 
the general bibliographies have alternated between Spanish-American 
literatures, and the current output in Spain, but the lists have always 
been made up from books actually in hand, and not from other bibli- 
ograpical lists. 

Items of Hispanic News were promised, and these have been 
supplied by various of our members ; news concerning the death of 
distinguished writers or other personages of Spain and Spanish 
America; and news concerning literary or artistic events of interest, 
including university and educational activities, in all Spanish-speaking 
lands. There have been also several interesting travel articles. 

Notes and News concerning our colleagues here at home were also 
promised. This part of our editorial work has been very difficult 
because the false modesty of our members has prevented them from 
sending the news items to the editor in charge thereof. The editorial 
staff has at last decided to concentrate all that work in the hands of 
one of our Associate Editors, Miss Sylvia M. Vollmer, and our Edi- 
tor has begged me to urge our members to send to her bare statements 
of fact concerning themselves, or their subordinates, that may prove 
of interest to the general membership. By consulting the Notes and 
News published in the May and November numbers for this year it 
will be easy for our members to know what kind of items is desired. 

Information concerning the activities of local chapters should be 
sent regularly to Mrs. Gracia Fernandez de Arias, who has been effi- 
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ciently in charge of that work for some time. I wish to urge all 
Secretaries of local chapters to send reports to her after each meeting. 

The promises for the special articles on Spanish phonetics, Span- 
ish language and literature, the contemporary Spanish novel, and 
Spanish-American literature have all been kept. And of course there 
have been reviews of books other than the mere mention of them or 
comment upon them in any one of the bibliographies. And we 
have had some research articles, prepared by some of our foremost 
scholars. 

The other fear, expressed by some of our colleagues upon the occa- 
sion of our formation, to the effect that we were launching a destruc- 
tive rival organization, has proven to be equally without foundation. 
Our members have always worked loyally with all the other linguis- 
tic agencies, as the following instances, which I take at random, will 
show. Last year one of our members was President of the Modern 
Language Teachers of the Central West and South ; this year one of 
our members is a delegate from the Modern Language Teachers to the 
National Federation of Modern Language Teachers, another is Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Modern Language Teachers and a delegate 
thereof to the National Federation, of which be is Secretary ; another 
is a delegate from the Association of Modern Language Teachers of 
the Middle States and Maryland to the National Federation, of whose 
Executive Committee he is President. Still another member is Presi- 
dent of our Washington Local Chapter, and Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Association of Modern Language Teachers of the Middle States 
and Maryland ; and another is Secretary-Treasurer of the New Jersey 
Modern Language Association. Two of our members have been 
working a long while on Modern Language Syllabi for the Modern 
Language Teachers of the Central West and South. 

And at the annual meeting of the Executive Council of the National 
Federation of Modern Language Teachers, held last September in 
Chicago, all five of the delegates who happened to be present were 
members of our Association. Three of our members are at this 
moment working on a committee of the Modern Language Associa- 
tion, and three others recently worked together on a committee of the 
Central Division of the Modern Language Association. And we 
have by no means exhausted the list of activities wherein our members 
are laboring hand in glove with the other organizations; but I shall 
conclude this enumeration with one more incident. Our Executive 
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Committee recently took the following action, which was sent to the 
General Education Board, and is self-explanatory : 

The Executive Committee of the American Association of Teachers of 
Spanish wishes to support most heartily the resolution recently sent to the 
General Education Board by the Executive Council of the National Federation 
of Modern Language Teachers, suggesting the desirability of a survey of 
modern language instruction in the secondary schools of the United States ; and 
we offer you, in furtherance of that project all the machinery of our organiza- 
tion — our National Executive Committee, our numerous local chapters scattered 
over the United States, and our national organ, Hispania. 

We shall be glad to cooperate with the National Federation of Modern 
Language Teachers in carrying out the survey in line with the resolution that 
they have sent to you. 

Our local chapters have been a source of great strength, and we 
ought to make efforts to establish more of them. A year ago there 
were twelve such chapters scattered pretty well over the country : 
New York, Washington, D. C, Chicago, Kansas, Texas, New Mexico. 
Albuquerque, Salt Lake City, El Ateneo (also in Salt Lake City), 
I>os Angeles, Northern California, and Northwest. During the year 
four new chapters have come into being: Lake Erie, Columbus, St. 
Louis, and El Paso (Texas). I believe it is no injustice to anyone 
to acknowledge publicly that the leading spirits in bringing about the 
formation of these new chapters were respectively: Miss Maud R. 
Babcock, William S. Hendrix, George I. Dale, and Miss Sylvia M. 
Vollmer; and I wish to express to each of them my hearty thanks 
for their efficient cooperation. Efforts are already being made to 
establish five more chapters. 

These local chapters and all our members ought now to make a 
determined effort to enlarge our membership, since we are not yet 
reaching all the teachers of Spanish in the country, and obviously, by 
and large, those we fail to reach are precisely those who most need 
the ministrations of our Association and of our official organ. Like- 
wise every member should see to it that his or her school or college 
library becomes a subscriber to Hispania. The public libraries in 
large or small towns should also be urged to subscribe. 

Any persons joining within the next month will be able to get 
into the official directory that is to appear in February. This directory 
will naturally show who of the teachers of Spanish are sufficiently 
interested in their work to join with their colleagues in their efforts to 
improve our profession. 
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In an earlier part of this paper I spoke of the prospective enlarge- 
ment of Hispania, as a result of our successful membership drive. 
That was only one of the causes contributing to our success, but it 
was a cause attributable to a multitude of our earnest co-workers. In 
addition thereto our success this year is directly attributable to the 
work of three men. 

Our energetic editor, A. M. Espinosa, has kept the quality of our 
publication up to standard ; but in order to do so he has had to refuse 
to publish some of the material that has reached him. Some of those 
refusals I know about because our good friend consulted me, in my 
capacity as Consulting Editor, concerning the acceptance or the rejec- 
tion thereof. 

Our cautious, painstaking Secretary-Treasurer, Alfred Coester, 
has watched our bills and our receipts, and has planned everything 
so carefully that we are able to announce an increase in the size of 
Hispania for the coming year. 

And our wide-awake, hustling Advertising Manager, Erwin W. 
Roessler, has been securing a constantly increasing volume of regular 
advertising for Hispania, which has been good for the Association's 
need, and, as the mailing list has grown larger, good for the adver- 
tisers. 

To each of these men I wish to express my deep appreciation of 
their loyalty to the Association and to me during the year that is 
closing. 

The record of our four years of achievement is one that ought 
to encourage us to still greater efforts and still greater efficiency. 
There is much work that is crying to be done and as yet we are only 
a few to undertake it. In the face of the enormous task that still lies 
ahead of us and despite the opposition of those who would try to dis- 
courage us and weaken our hands, I would bid you, in the words that 
our immortal poet, Joaquin Miller, put on the lips of Columbus even 
in his darkest hour: 

"Sail on, and on, and on." 

John D. Fitz-Gerald 
University of Illinois 



